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EXISTENCE OF GOD. 
PROVED BY THE FAITH OF MANKIND. 
‘Yrcortinven FRom no. 1l.—PAcE 82.04 


We are aware that travellers in their Neo- 
nania, from their great desire to be quoted 
as Authors, and to deal in the Marvellous, 
as well as in Novelty, inconsiderately pass 
sentence upon what they had neither the 
time nor the means to ascertain, and had flung 
the uncharitable and dark suspicion of Athe- 
ism upon the inhabitants of the Antilles, up- 
onthe Brazilians, Canadians, Hurons, Iri- 
quois, and Hottentots. Sceptics and other 
beings stupefied into Atheism, rejoiced in 
this imaginary triumph. Of this class were 
Bayle and Helvetius. This triumph termi- 
nated in their disgrace, for, the narratives 
upon which they based their arguments, had 
been proved to be lies by subsequent, faithful 
and circumstantial accounts. If those na- 
) tions formed gross conceptions of the Deity— 
if they exhibited a caricature of Religion, the 
point is at once established. One of the nu- 
merous instances which might be adduced, 
is the religion of the Otaheitans, whose reli- 

ious doctrines and ceremonies Cook and 

ancouver have laid before the world. ‘Thus 
Atheists have not the melancholy satisfaction 
of being able to discover in the extensive 
fange of their travels and voyages, a single 
nation so denaturalized as to be destitute of 
some God, or other. But we might with 
impunity to our cause allow them those sav- 
age hordes, whose only pretentions to the 





ter of Human, is their form. The 





patronage of such monsters who constituted 
the last link in the chain of moral degradation, 
might aid their cause and grace their triumph ! | 
But why should we judge of the sentiments 
of mankind by beings, who retain only the 
name of their species? Must the wisdom 
of man be measured by the madness of a 
Bedlamite ? When Buffon drew a sublime 
picture of Man, and faithfully delineated the 
beauty of his form and features, the truth 
and judgment of Nature would be scandalized 
at an attempt made by Impiety to falsify that 
picture by the exhibition of Decrepitude or 
Deformity. If we appeal to the testimony 
of the savage of the forest, it is because the 
fact is self-evident ; it is to shew to the world 
at large, that the belief of a God is so con- 
formable to reason and nature, that it pene- 
trated the very depth of ignorance and bar- 
barity. The infidels of Europe endeavored 
to travel over al] Asia, in quest of a kindred 
society, and asserted that the CuiNese Ler- 
Ters carme from the pens of.an Atheistical 
Club. Although this authority be not very 
important, we shall sketch the fact. Sup- 
pose for instance that among the Scientific of 
Pekin there were some, who made a Profes- 
ston of their Atheism, as was the case with 
some of the Iiluminati in Europe, what does 
it prove ? .That.the objection should be en- 
titled to any cbnsideration, it ought to be 
supported by irrefragable facts, that all the 
learned men of that Body were Atheists. If 
some Misstonaries have supposed them to be 
so, numerous travellers, who were well ac- 
quainted with the language, commerce, and 
learned men of the country, found the people to 
be otherwise. 


The celebrated Jesuit, Parennin, in a letter 
dated from Pekin, 11th August, 1730, and 
addressed to Mons. De Mairan, Director 
of the Academy of Science, writes thus :— 
“It has always appeared to me that all, who 
accused the Chinese learned men of Atheism, 
had no other motive for publickly asserting 
it, than the nature of the cause, which they 


a single Chinese who was a practical Atheist. 
I can safely say that the number of self-con- 
ceited fools who were ambitious of the repu- 
tation of being considered Atheists, was ex- 
tremely small; and if some endeavoured to 
explain in their writings, any or every thing 
upon the principle of Materialism, without 
having recourse to a Supreme Being, the 
Author of all things, they lamented that their 
opinions, far from being followed, had been 
abandoned by the hterary characters of the 
Country. It must be remarked that these 
Illuminati offer sacrifices to what they call 
the Mind of Heaven. ‘ow absurd would be 
the notion of addressing vows and paying 
homage toa Nothing, to a Being without life, 
or understanding! Does not the very fact 
argue a confused conception of the Divinity ? 

A word or two in relation to a sort of Book 
called the Dictionary of the Atheists, and its 
Supplements, worthy of the original Projec- 
tors, and on the horrid page of which are 
inscribed the names of the brightest genius 
of every age from the Great St. Austin down 
to the benign Bossuet. 

We are far from attaching the gross ideas 
of Spinosism to the Deity; viewing Him asa 
a Corporeal Being. We do not describe 
Him according to the divisible dimensions 
of Matter, nor identify Him with the Physi- 
cal Universe, asthe Author and the Improvers 
of that Dictionary do. 





On the same ignominious page will appear 
the name of St. John, the Evangelist, be- 
cause he says that God is the Light of the 
World, which enlightens Man: St. Paul will 
|also be made to figure on it, because accord- 
ing to him, in God, is our Being and our life. 
Newton also will be adduced as an abettor 
of such Doctrine, because he developes the 
same thought. We well know that by mutil- 
ating, distorting and detaching certain pas- 
sages of Authors,by collecting vague reports, 
groundless anecdotes, and incautious expres- 
sions, any true Adorer of the Divinity may 
be caricatured into an Atheist. Such is 





had to support. I have not as yet met with 


the base, the infamous stratagem to which 
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the scoffers of religion, and the unprincipled 
ring-leaders of Materialism resort, when they 
attempt to tarnish the character of St. Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, a St. Chrysostom, a Descar- 
tes, a Pascal, a Bossuet, a Fenelon, and ma- 
ny others. 

**7o BE CONTINUED.*,* 
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A LETTER OF THE CELEBRATED 
CHARLES LEWIS DE HALLER, 
Member of the Sovereign Council of Berne, 
TO HIS. FAMILY, 


Informing them of his Conversion to the 
Catno.iic, Aposroric, and Roman 
Cuurcn. 

*,* CONTINUED FROM NO. li--paGe 83. *,* 

_ My journey to Paris had ‘no relation to this 
object. Mydésign was purely personal and 
literary, as I subsequetitly wrote from this 
place to my elder brother; but scarcely had 
{ spent eight days in the tapital, where I 
expected to enjoy at least some moments of 
satisfaction, ‘when, behold—news is brought 
yne from Switzerland, that two journalists, 
friends neither to the Catholic nor Protest- 
ant Religion, and in other respects sworn en- 
emies to my country and person, making no 
account of the tranquility of a'family, and 
the happiness of an individual, publicly an- 
nounce my conversion ; and that one of these 
journals, without mentioning my name, indi- 
cates the place and period with sufficient cor- 
rectness. Language, my dear Brothers and 
Sisters, cannot describe the agony into which 
this intelligence cast me. I fell sick, and 
your sorrows aggravated my own. By 
whom this secret should have been be- 
trayed, I absolutely know not; but I can 
readily conceive its possibility. My fourth 
volume has excited general notice, and pro- 
duces deep sensation, as well in Switzerland 
as in foreign countries. The Catholics were 
transported with joy at my production, and 
returned thanks to Providence; a great num- 
ber of Protestants themselves approve it, 
and begin to indulge serious reflections. Evy- 
ery one might have wished to know wheth- 
er [ was a Catholic in fact, whether my ac- 
tions corresponded to my writings; ques- 
tions might have been started in every direc- 
tion; a servant might have perhaps made 
and communicated a conjecture; another 
have enlarged upon it; a third might have 
vouched for it as a certainty ; and, by col- 
lecting probabilities, the truth might have 
been ultimately discovered. At all events, I 
cannot but perceive here the finger of God, 
who even sometimes makes use of wicked 
instruments to execute his purposes, and 
who, by successive events, seems to have de- 
cidedly wished that I should give this exam- 
ple to the world, and should not stop when 
the journey was half begun. Let His Sove- 
reign Will be done; 1 must submit to it with 
humility. After having, therefore, shed many 
tears; after having meditated for the space 
of whole nights; invoked on my knees the 
-assistance of the Holy Ghost, and consulted 
wise and prudent persons, I could find no 
calm or repose except in the resolution of 
declaring to you the whole truth, which has 
hitherto been concealed beneath a veil, of 
confessing before men the faith which I con- 
fess before God, and of bearing, when re- 
quisite, that share of the Cross which heaven 


the diviné bounty, I trust that on account of 
my submission and incessant prayers, he will 
bestéw on my wife, my children and 

the necessaty strength to endure the suffer- 
ings and vil to which I have exposed them. 
I appeal to Your own judgment, dear Broth- 
ers and Sisters, to know whether I tan act 
otherwise, or whether the secret can still be 
preserved? The parade which I desired-to 
shun is already made by my enemies; it ad- 
mits of no addition. TTo make a negative 
reply to those articles of the Gazette, to 
give a fair and formal contradiction as you 
would require, is impossible. An evasive or 
ambiguous answer might be easily furnished, 
but would serve no other purpose than to in- 
erease and protract our mutual torment: it 
‘might be understood asa denial, which is: 
irreconcileable. with ‘the duty of an honest 
man and a Christian; Or at least the truth 
would be guessed at through the veil, and my 
object would not be accomplished. On the 
contrary, I would pass for an irresolute, fear- 
ful, and vacillating character, who, over- 
awed by human respect, dared not to own 
his religion boldly. I would be perpetually 
ina false and suspicious predicament, and 
would be finally slighted both by Protestants 
and Catholics. Other newspaper articles 
would follow, I would be incessantly har- 
rassed by questions, proposed sometimes in 
jest, and sometimes in earnest: you know 
my candour, which would blush at any thing 
that has the appearance of falsehood ; and 
soon or late indeed the truth must be neces- 
sarily divulged. Add to this, the publica- 
tion of my fourth volume, which is spread 
through the whole world, and which is re- 
printing at present. Of this work the most 
flattering advertisements have been made in 
various literary journals: from all parts of 
Switzerland and Germany I have received 
letters of thanks, and, I may venture to say, 
of admiration. None certainly will refute it, 
but no one also can believe, that after writing 
such a book, I should continue a Protestant. 
It would be a hideous contradiction, and 
would bereave my work of all the power of 
persuasion, which may be otherwise destined 
to produce considerable effects. If, on the 
other hand, by forming a virtuous resolution 
and conforming myself to the will of God, 
manifested by so many evident tokens, I ac- 
knowledge the truth, without reserve, the 
consequnce will no doubt be surprise and 
affliction on your part; but these will go by 
quickly, as numberless instances have attest- 
ed; the man will always be esteemed who, 
without any regard to temporal advantage, 
sacrifices, on the contrary, his dearest inter- 
ests, struggles against enticements which 
lacerate his heart, and denies not the faith 
of which he is thoroughly convinced—thus 
shall I acquire tranquillity for the remainder 
of my days. Yourselves, dear friends, I am 
intimately persuaded, will not cease to love 
me; and I myself, for this reason, because I 
am a Catholic, shall love you still more ten- 
derly. As for the rest, I shall willingly take 
every precaution which kindness and friend- 
ship may demand or permit, provided my 
conscience be secure; and in this respect, I 
shall yield to the wishes and advice of my 
family. Do you judge it proper to make the 
declaration to the Government? I author- 
ize you to do it, and you may even present 





may deem proper to send me. Relying on 


. ll 
sign my offices, especially that of the Pos, 
Ceuncil, though no law obliges me to it, and 
should rather give a contrary example ? Tebal 
cheerfully comply. I have been a long ti 
disgusted with these stations, either + Sha 
I was not able to effect any good in a 
through an eager desire of employ; tnd 
brief f life whi ine inate 

ef span 0 life which remains, in the sal- 
vation of ‘my soul, and in the completion of 
a work for which Providence seems to ha: 
particularly designed me. Do you think 
yet further, that it would be necessary , 
suitable to leave Berne, at least fora Sa 
time’? For this, my fortune, though 
ate, will suffice; and my affectionate wife i 
hope, will not abandon me ; but, if it be pos 
sible, I would wish to live and die in m na- 
tive country. As for my dear Children, 4 off; 
ap vows to the throne of Grace that na 
be directed into the good way ; but they are 
already too far advanced in years to be pre- 
vailed wpom by me in spite of themselves 
although thevery Laws require the Religion of 
the Father. May heaven'grant that their 
will, as well as their Mother’s, may not be 
opposed to mine; above all, however, it is 
fit to leave them to their own, to their free 
conviction. What consoles me in the mean 
time, is, my intimate persuasion, that soon, 
perhaps, events must happen in Europe 
which will render these kinds of conversions 
easy for millions of our separated brethren: 
a multitude of prejudices will vanish, exam. 
ples will be multiplied, and if my Children 
should in this case incline towards the Uni- 
versal Church, they will not be forced to sus- 
tain the same rude combat as their Father: 

Meanwhile, my dear Brothers and Sisters, 
and you, above all, tender partner of my 
life, if, after this candid statement and sin- 
cere avowal, I took the liberty to add some 
motives of comfort, persuade yourselves that 
it was not my own will, but God’s that has 
directed these affairs. Never have I desired, 
much less have I sought, for that kind of re- 
nown, or literary greatness, which might 
cause uneasiness to my wife, and which, for 
a few moments of satisfaction, would ‘prove 
a crown of thorns, and a source of lastin 
chagrin. But it is necessary for the good of 
mankind that there should be men to give 
their opinions, and to defend or restore truth, 
particularly when the epoch is critical and 
momentous: in such a case, one is not his 
own master; it is a superior Providence that 
assigns each one his place. Had I ever 
imagined that I was one day destined to act 
this part, I should never have have engaged 
in the bonds of marriage, in order to draw 
no one into my misfortune. The Almighty 
has decreed otherwise; he has had his de- 
signs. Do not attribute what I have justsaid 
to a vain self-love ; one is far from this sen- 
timent when he is weeping and suffering to 
the inmost fibres of his heart; but, in con- 
sidering the tenor of my life, I cannot doubt 
any longer, my dear friends, of my being an 
instrument in the hand of God, who has 
deigned to choose me to prepare or execute 
some design of his mercy, and who conducts 
me according to his own will, and not ac- 
cording to mine. It is He who has bestowed 
on me those gifts of understanding and of 

heart, who from my earliest days has t 
me to love truth with ardour, and to 
error, or whatever appeared to me as such; 





copies of this letter. Is it convenient to re- 





it is He who in latter years inspired those 


respe@eecorees ee SBYseBeoeecenarstzraeserreozrres® se 








ata se roeetetw Borer euwoemacet es &@ < & Ss & Sf ss oe il oe 


seome =“ => 


- 
-_ 










Srsroseorsebsrsrars 








No, 12. 


___ THE JESUIT. 


91 











pe ideas, the developement of 
simple and ct to the discovery of a new 
of traths—it is He who, daring six- 
in years, has gifted me with this exclusive 
application to the same object ; who has im- 
rted this moral courage, which often as- 
Praisbes myself; this unalterable persever- 
ance, notwithstanding so many troubles and 
yexations, notwithstanding my extreme sen- 
sibility and natural fearfulness. Do you not 
sreeive, then, what so many others have ob- 
Peed ! He raises up a republic, to place 
and re-establish monarchies on their true 
pasis; @ simple and uninstructed person, 
whose education was much neglected, to con- 
found the proudest wisdom of the wise ; to 
attack principles with which he had been im- 
hued in his youth, and whose errors he had 
shared for awhile; a Layman and a Protes- 
tant, the descendant of a Reformer himself, 
to make the Universal Church shine with 
brighter effulgence, and to defend her with 
arms which none had hitherto handled. Can 
vou believe that I had ever conceived such a 
thought ; that without the support of superior 
strength, I could have executed it, that I 
could have triumphed over so many habits, 
have eradicated so many notions received in 
my infancy, and have burst so many ties 
which are as dear to me as the apple of my 
eye? Is there not, I ask, in all this, some- 
thing supernatural ! ve 
Again, my dear friends, what is it for one 
to become a Catholic—a word which startles 
ou, from the prejudices of your education ? 
ad I become an Atheist, an ungodly mis- 
creant, a member of the Anti-Christian or 
Seditious Societies, a syllable would not have 
been said on the change ; a few good souls 
only might have vented their groans in pri- 
yate. Had I connected myself with other 
sects equally separated from the established 
Religion and the Creed of our Fathers, such 
as the Socinians, the Moravians, the Mystics, 
or Methodists, the measure might perhaps 
have been approved of, or, at most, censured 
as an excess of zeal. But to join the Uni- 
yersal Society, the great Community of 
Christians; the most ancient, the most nu- 
merous; a Community of which our Fore- 
fathers were members, and which is spread 
over the face of the globe ; which, whatever 
may be said of it, has always remained the 
game; which springs from none, and from 
which all the others have sprung—can this 
he called an unpardonable crime’? To bea 
Catholic, then, my dear Brothers and Sisters, 
is not to become superstitious, it is simply to 
become a Christian, a member of that Society 
Faithful which is unitea under the same 
ief, and in the same worship, throughout the 
universe; of that Society which, to what country 
soever you may repair, provides you with friends 
and brethren, which every where proposes to 
you the same Creed, the same rule of actions, 
gnd the same charitable relief under every pang 
and every misfortune, Is there any thing in 
»thiscommunity so appalling? Do you not 
aee that it constitutes the greatest and the 
fairest of countries? For my part, it is now 
far dearer to me still, since almost every 
»other social bond is broken. Youtalk to me 


about a change of Religion, and about an 
‘abjuration of the Faith of our Fathers; but, 
my friends, a Protestant who becomes a 
Catholic, does not, correctly speaking, change 
vhis Religion; he merely enters again into 


the bosom of the Church ; he is a stray sheep 
in search of the Shepherd of the true flock— 
a lost Child who returns to the House of his 
Father—a wandering soldier ready to de- 
fend the same cause, who rejoins the main 
body of the army, and obeys his leader, All 
that the Protestants believe, or profess to 
believe, the Catholics believe also, and with 
firmer faith ;* the Symbol is the same in the 
two Confessions. You equally behold, in 
your Christian Universal Church, the Com- 
munion of Saints—or in other words of 
Christians—with this exception, that they 
can never point out to you where it is to be 
found, or by what sign it may be distinguisded. 
Thus, by re-entering the pale of Catholicity, 
a man does not abjure his religion, he merely 
renounces schism, or separation from the 
Church, and relinquishes the deliriums of his 
mind, which is, according to Scripture, the 
fountain of every error. There is no Pro- 
testant writer, even among the Reformers, 
who does not deplore that fatal separation, 
which, for three ages, has dissevered brethren 
created for mutual love and mutual assist- 
ance. It is attributed to extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, to real or imaginary abuses ; but 
those circumstances exist no more, those 
abuses have ceased ; they have been reform- 
ed by the Church herself; why not come, 
then, to a re-union? Besides, my dear Broth- 
ers and Sisters, you are to consider, that, had 
no one embraced any other Faith than the 
Creed of his Forefathers, the world would 
never have become Christians, and we would 
still be involved in the shades of Idolatry and 
Paganism. Is it, therefore, a matter of in- 
difference, to which of the two you adhere, 
error or truth, when once discovered? Is it 
not rather Luther and Calvin who abandon- 
ed, and have caused others to abandon, the 
ancient Faith of their Forefathers, whilst I, 
on my part, have only returned to its pro- 
fession. Have we ourselves yet kept the Reli- 
gion of our immediate Fathers, which was 
transmitted to us in our youth? Will our 
Children receive the same Faith? Alas! what 
a deplorable change has taken place among 
us, even within thirty or forty years? There 
is no longer any common belief; every one 
forms for himself a separate Religion, or ac- 
knowledges none: every one construes the Bible 
according to his own fancy, or does not believe 
it at all : our very Ministers are divided among 
themselves, and no longer know what they be- 
lieve, or what they ought to teach: one affirms 
in the morning what another refutes at noon— 
we are told that religion should be modified 
and reformed continually: those who re- 
proach me with having changed, change 
themselves every day. I must confess, that 
for me, itis impossible to live amid such 
anarchy, in which I cannot but discern the 
stamp of error, and features entirely oppo- 
site to those of a Religious Society. My heart 
naturallly desires to cling to something fired 
and permanent. This Tfnd only in the Catho- 
lic Church; she bears that mark of immutabili- 


* The meaning which the writer intends to convey is 
simply that whatever revealed truths the Protestants 
have preserved, the Catholics likewise adhere to them, 
but that the latter have retained.all revealed articles of 
belief, and have more lively, and much stronger motives 
for believing than Protestants, who are tossed about by 
the doctrine of men, by every wind of doctrine, than 
which can any thing be more preposterous, or impious, 
especially when God, his Religion, and the aalyation . of 











our souls are so vitally interested ? 


Sar is engraved on all the works of the 
or. You may be, perhaps, terrified at 


‘some dogmas of the Catholic Church, But 


every religion, my friends, has its mysteries ; 
they are necessary to humble our arrogance, 
to confirm our faith, and to lift up the soul to 
the Incomprehensible One—to the Deity. In 
nature, every thing is a miracle: Is not-the 
Supreme Being himself the greatest of mys- 
teries? Has not my illustrious Grandfather 
already observed, that of all the objections 
urged by the impious, the one drawn from 
the plea of incomprehensibility is the most 
irrational? Several tenets of the Protestant 
Church as well surpass our ¢ sion as 
those which you esteem peculiar to the Catholic 
Communion. Nevertheless, when we have 
once admitted the divinity of that Church, 
we must hear those of whom Jesus Christ 
has said, he who heareth you, heareth me; and 
I have no pretensions to more wisdom than 
the host of splendid geniuses who have shown 
through the lapse of eighteen centuries. In 
short, the Church finds her articles in the 
sacred writings, which you also admit. Why 
should you refuse her that right of interpre- 
ting them which you claim for yourselves and 
every individual. At least, She explains them 
in a manner. conformable to all antiquity, and 
to the immense majority of Christians. You 
find no doubt, that there are too many cere- 
monies, and you are told that this Religion 
consists only in exterior worship. My friends, 
I was formerly of the same opinion as your- 
selves, but I have since discovered that we 
judged without a knowledge of the cause, and I 
have been fully disabused. Read the celebrated 
works of Catholic Doctors, the excellent 
mandatory letters of their Bishops, the ser- 
mons of their Orators, and those admirable 
books of devotion and morality; you will 
then see whether they have not as lofty con- 
ceptions, whether they haye not as pure, and 

erhaps, purer notions than we, of interior 

éligion, _ At all events, these are not mat- 
ters of absolute necessity, they can vary, 
as among yourselves, according to circum- 
stances; and they do effectually vary, as tu 
objects of pure discipline. If among the Cath- 
olics there be too many of them, there are 
among the Protestants unquestionably too 
few. Asasimple Christian, it is not mine 
to pronounce judgment on the Church: what 
confusion would not ensue, were every one in- 
clined to reform according to his own caprice ! 
I may not be equally pleased with all the 
customs and forms in our republics and tem- 
poral governments, yet I am bound to submit 
to them, to follow them, if I wish to remain 
a peaceable member of the community, You 
may probably imagine that the Bible is suffi- 
cient; and that, because it is the word of 
God, every one is entitled to extract from it 
his code of Religion. Ah! my dear Brothers 
and Sisters, the Catholics understand the 
Bible as well as we ; they quote it more fre- 

uently ; they recommend its perusal to the 

aithful ; and, above all, they believe in it 
with a livelier faith than we do: itis they 
who have given us that Book, as it is they 
who have given us every good thing which 
we still retain. Without the Catholic Church 
we would not be now in possession of the 
Bible ; on Her seeps | we credit .its diyin- 
ity, its integrity, its authenticity. She alone 


determines: and I have always thought, for 





this reason. that, when doubts or disputés are 
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originated concerning its meaning, it is the 
property of the Church alone to interpret it. 
‘he. Bible is a Book, or a collection of the 
Holy Books of the Christian Church, but does 
not constitute the Church itself. Christiani- 
ty existed before the Bible, at least before the 
New-Testament, which the Apostles had not 
in their time. When have you ever witnessed 
a religion propagated and preserved unadul- 
terated in the world, by the aid of a single 
Book, which some do not read, and others 
utterly misunderstand ; which is abandoned 
to the fitful interpretation of every individual, 
without priesthood and without ministry ? 
Are you not aware that, accordiug to this 
principle, you might justly destroy our 
Churches, our Pastors, our Schools, and our 
Catechisms? We begin already to perceive 
the lamentable effects caused by the swarm 
of those fanatic Sectarians who desolate our 
towns and villages—Sectarians against whom 
no remedy can be found according to the 
rule of private interpretation, which must 
terminate either in destroying all religion, or 
in bringing us irresistibly back to the Catho- 
lic Unity. But youcomplain that the Catho- 
lic Church condemys you, and that she pre- 
tends that out of her Communion you cannot 
expect to be saved. Ah! my friends, how 
little do you know the boundless charity of 
that kind Parent, whom we have so uncau- 
tiously deserted, more for our own misfor- 
tune than for hers! She condemns not per- 
sons; She only proscribes your errors, or the 
false principles which have been taught you ; 
She hates you not—no, She loves you—She 
names you, although separated brethren, while 
you seldom or never give to Catholics this 
friendly epithet; She prays for you daily at 
the foot of the Altar; She laments, with bit- 
terness, the loss of so many Children, whom 
She so affectionately cherishes, whom She 
behelds delivered up a prey to rapacious 
wolves, to every false teacher, and deprived 
of such abundant means of sanctification. 
Every Sect has risen up against Her, not by 
the unanimity of a common Faith, biit by the 
conspiracy of a common hatred. This is 
what precisely proves to me Her genuineness, 
since all errors, even the most opposite among 
themselves, unite in covenant to cloud the 
beams of truth. She alone exchanges love 
for enmity; favours for insult; She does 
good even to her adversaries; She relieves 
them ; She consoles every child of misfor- 
tune, of whatever clime, and of whatever 
denomination he may be. Where have you 
met with the true Catholic who has done you 
harm? For my part, I have never received 
any thing from them, during the course of 
my life, but benefits, and it is too difficult to 
hate those who love me. If it be permitted, 
too, to allege instances purely of a temporal 
nature in support of a general truth, where 
has Berne itself, our own country, during all 
the eras of her existence, experienced disin- 
terested friends, if it be not among her ancient 
brethren, the Catholics? Who, on the other 
hand, has envied her that happiness which 
she enjoyed; who has invariably sought to 
harm her; who has abandoned ber on the 
point of peril? Look around you; it is not 
my wish to detail particulars. A man cannot 
be saved, at least temporally, by being tossed 
with every wind of doctrine, and by having 
no certain and common centre of belief. 
There is no security in worldly wars, nor can 


victory be obtained, if cach one fights alone, 
or if each one, wishes to command, and no 
one is willing to obey. The case is parallel 
in the wars which we wage against hell, or 
the invisible powers of evil and of error. As 
for what regards eternal salvation, if your in- 
tentidus are honest, if you sincerely believe 
in the truth of your religion, if you are 
Christians from heart, and fuifil the duties 
whieh that character imposes, God will not, 
undoubtedly, lay to your charge involuntary 
or invincible error. But, for my part, con- 
vinced, as | have been these twelve years, 
that we are pursuing a false road, and being 
certain thatthe Catholic Church is the genu- 
ine and true one, the Church of the living 
God, the pillar and ground of truth,t would 
[ not be forced to condemn myself cternally, 
were I not to rejoin it, especially since the hand 
of God beckons to me in so evident a man- 
ner. I am not so presumptuous as to judge 
of the mercy of heaven in a future state ; 
but this seems to me demonstrably clear, that 
without an unfcigned return to the Catholic Re- 
ligion and Church, there is little or no salva- 
tion on earth ; and that is was for this pur- 
pose, too, that Jesus Christ came to establish 
Her. 

You will pardon so copious an effusion of 
my heart, dear friends, on an affair of such 
deep importance. I thought that a profession 
of Faith, so candid and sincere, could not 
but touch generous and impartial souls; and 
where shall I find nobler souls than such as 
heaven has bestowed upon me in my Parents, 
my Brothers and Sisters, connected to me by 
the bonds of blood? For this favour, I shall 
never be able to return sufficient acknowl- 
edgment to the Almighty. Be comforted— 
your brother shall not be left solitary; the 
arm of God will support him. Doubt not 
that we are living at present in one of the 
most critical epochs of the world, and that 
incredible events are ripe for completion. 
From the abyss of apparent ruin, and puri- 
fied by calamity, the ‘ancient and Universal 
Church arises, after a long and dismal per- 
secution, still holier and more majestic. She 
gains souls in every quarter, without even 
any protection from the temporal powers. 
A kind of general judgment is drawing nigh ; 
and who knows whether it may not be the 
last? The world is divided, on one side, 
into Christians united to the common centre of 
of Sr. Perer’s See, and on the other hand, 
into unbelievers or Anti-Christian Leagues. 
These two parties alone contend with each 
other, because they alone are organized ; but 
all the honest and religious souls among the 
Protestants begin to adhere, and ought to 
adhere, more or less to their Catholic breth- 
ren, for fear that, on account of their dis- 
persion and for the want of a common be- 
lief, they should be confounded with the ene- 
mies of Christianity, and should be addres- 
sed in these words: ‘“‘ Whence do you come? 
To whom do you belong? I know you not !”"} 
Thus millions havé gone before me, and mil- 
lions will follow. Never have conversions 
been so frequent and so glorious as in our 
days. You shall witness examples much more 
remarkable than my own, and I might ad- 
duce for you very striking ones, of all classes, 
from Sovereign Princes and the wise ones of 
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~ ¢ Epistle to Tim. iii, 15. 





t Tertullian. 


Vou I, 
this world, to workmen, and Protestant min- 
isters themselves, as well in England as in 


Germany and Switzerland. 

whether I have done any Aah a — 
show you the way? Between believing aad 
confessing, the difference is trivial, You 
grant me the principle; why then should 
you be displeased atthe form’? Ah! leave 
me, I entreat you, that liberty of conscience 
which you demand for others. Yes, I. wil 
overcome your reluctance, if any such thin 
yet.exists; Twill force you to love me in 
spite of yourselves; 1 will show you by m 
conduct whether the ancient Religion of our 
Fathers, to which I have returned, is not hol 
in the morality which she inculcates. [| wij} 
be a better husband, a better Father, a better 
Brother: I will discharge all my duties of 
Society with more scrupulous exactness than 
formerly. Do not, therefore, refuse me your 
friendship, as it would break my heart, but 
would not alter my religion. For my wife 
I have prayed with earnestness, and numer. 
ous Christians have added their supplications 
to mine: God will hearken to them; he 
will aid her with his grace to support the 
transient sorrows which I cause her—he ma 
perhaps turn them into satisfaction. But if 
she be yet sad and disconsolate, I recom- 
mend her to your care: remember that she 
is your Sister, the Mother of my Children, 
the companion of my life ; that she has shared 
with me much more pain than pleasure. 
Cheer her by your love and soothing conso- 
Jation; pour balm into her heart; tell her 
that I have not done a wicked action, and 
that you still love me. ‘Then shall calm be 
restored ; her spirits will revive, and we shall 
spend days again together ; if not void of trib- 
ulation, at least replenished with sweetness, 
with concord, and with peace. Providence, 
too, will take charge of our dear Children. 
I hope to bequeath them the blessing of God, 
and a name which will not leave them desti- 
tute of friends in the world. Some salutary 
emotions, some instances of suffering virtue or 
persecuted innocence, will minister good fruit to 
their souls. I have often feared for that se- 
ries of uninterrupted prosperity, which too 
commonly begets and fosters pride, hardens 
and withers up the heart. 

To conclude, my dear Brothers and Sis- 
ters, if I be allowed to pray likewise for my- 
self, to conjure you, during this holy week, 
by the Charity of our common Saviour Jesus 
Christ, let me not hang in suspense for an 
answer to this long letter: rescue me from 
those violent anxieties which have haunted 
my abode here below. Assure me that the 
great crisis has elapsed, that you retain for 
mé your affections, and that my wife also 
submits to the will of God—that thus at 
length I may rush with gladness to yourem- 
braces. But should other sufferings yet 
await me, should you, tender companion, 
which I am far from imagining, abandon me 
likewise, and withdraw yourself from me 
more or less, [ shall not love you the less ar- 
dently to my last breath, which is perhaps 
nearer than may be supposed, on account of 
the weakness of my health, procured by, ex- 
cessive labours, my extreme sensibility, and 
those moral feelings which I continually, ex- 
perience. 

Cuarites Lewis De HaAtier. 
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§ He might have added this Country also. 
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The Catholic Church of the Holy Cross 
in this city, crowded as it always is on the 
Lord’s Day, was, on Sunday last, filled unto 
overflowing. The Right Rev. Bishop Rosa- 
m officiated at the solemn Pontifical Mass ; 

‘the Rev. Mr. Frrencu, acted as Assistant 
Priest, the Rev. Mr. Buanc as Deacon, the 
Rev. Mr. Witey, as Sub-deacon, and the 
Rev. Mr. Jean JEAN, as Master of Ceremo- 
nies. The Right Rev. Bisnor of Boston, sat 
opposite to the Right Rev. Dr. Rosart, who 
occupied at certain stages of the adorable 
sacrifice of the Mass, a splendid Pontifical 
Throne. Immediately after the Gospel, the 
Rey. Mr. O’Fianerty, having received the 
Benediction of the Right Rev. Celebrant, 
ascended the Pulpit, and before he com- 
menced to read the Pastora Lerrer of the 
Arch-Bishop and other Prelates of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in the United States, 
to the Congregation, expressed the satisfac- 
tien, which the present occasion afforded 
him of acting as a representative of the Cath- 
olics of Boston, and of the New-England 
States, to express their joyful feelings on the 
return of their Right Rev’d Prelate, and to 
extend to the Right Rev’d Bishop and the 
Rev'd Gentlemen who accompanied him, a 


most hearty welcome to Boston. He prayed 
for their long life on earth, and hoped that 
they, after having filled up the measure of 


public utility and practical piety, by their edify- 
ing conduct, and the conversion of ignorance, 
prejudice, sin and heresy in their respective 
Sees, unto Righteousness, and the knowl- 
edge of the True Gospel, the True God and 


the True Church, would obtain for the faith- 


ful performance of their stewardship an eter- 
nal weight of glory. He remarked that this, 
to the Roman Catholics of Boston, ought to 
be aday of religious exultation, that in the 


Right Rev’d Celebrant, they beheld a former 


Professor of Theology in the celebrated Pro- 
paganda of Rome, who had long imbibed not 


only the pure Classic, but, what was infimite- 


ly superior, the Catholic fragrance of the 
Great, Eternal City. He stated, that to them 


it must have been a source of heart-felt grat- 
ification to behold a venerable son of Ortho- 


dox Rome offering up the same August, Ador- 
able, and Expiatory sacrifice of the New Law 
in the same impressive manner, and with the 
same expressive ceremonies, which they had 
all witnessed in their respective countries, 
‘and which are the same throughout the Cath- 
olic world—that it must have been delightful 
to see a son of Rome, the sons of America, 
of Ireland, of France and California crowd- 


\ 


ing the Sanctuary of the Most High God— 
that there was a perfect understanding, har- 
mony and union among all, who, however 
different, their vernacular tongues and civil 
institutions, however strongly characterized 


One Lord, the One Faith, the One Baptism 


Church was One, as her Heavenly Father 


He stated, en passant, that Heresy could not THE TRUE CHURCH. 
exhibit such a gratifying scene of unity as CHAP. IV. 

that which the Congregation had the happi-| OP THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. 
ness of viewing, around the tabernacle of In- 
carnate Deity—that the Roman Catholic} The word Head is two-fold. First, it is 





Frrencn delivered an impressive Discourse 
from the Text, “Love not the world, nor the 
things that are of the world.” Ep, St John 
2d chap. 15 vy. : 

The Organ was in fine order; the vocal 


their national peculiarities, all agreed, believ-| @0d instrumental Music afforded much satis- 
ed and acted alike in relation to that Church, | faction. 

which was established by Omnipotence upon We are happy to learn that the Right Rev. 
St. Peter’s Faith, and which bid defiance to Bishop of St. Louis, and Administrator of 
“the Gates of Hell”—that the Eternal Pro- New-Orleans, with his Rev'd Companions, 
mise protected this Divine Edifice against felt singular pleasure = ascortaming the => 
the desolations of Time; that its foundation id spread of Catholieity throughout this ‘sec- 
was immortality ; its pillars, infallibility and 
perpetuity, and its interior richly furnished, 
as it ever has been, by purity and sanctity, 
will ever continue to be illumined by the viv- 
id coruscations of Truth, and against which 
outward darkness, and its unholy alliance of 


tion of the Union, and much edification at 
witnessing the numbers of the pious faithful, 
who at the Seven Masses, which were cele- 
brated on the morning ‘of that day, partook 
of “the Bread of Life.” 

He and his Suite left this City on Monday 
morning, for the Canadas. May the God of 


Heresy and Falshood would raise their clouds | the Faithful take them under the shadow of 
and plots, and treasons, but in vain. He 


next glanced at the distinctive marks of the 
Church: that the Catholic Church alone in 
every part of the habitable globe had the just, | their solicitous charge ! 
permanent and exclusive pretension to the 


hts wings and safely conduct them after their 
long, laborious and useful tour, to the bosom 
of their dwellings, and to the affections of 

















,|{taken properly, for the natural Head of the 


the Great, Eternal, Tri-une Principle was| Human Body, the office of which is to direct 
One, that she alone was Holy, for Her alone| and govern the members of the Body. Sec- 
had a Saviour-God sanctified unto Himself—| ondly, it is taken Metaphorically, for the Moral 
that she alone was Catholic, because she a-|Head or Chief of the Community, whose 
lone is spread through all ages and nations| ffiee it is to direct and govern the Subjects, 
and must continue, until, at the consummation | Who are members of the Community. 
of the world, her Glorious Bridegroom will| 1- In this latter sense we here speak of 
place Her on His right hand in His eternal|the Head of the Church. Now the question 
kingdom, and make her enemies her foot- is,— Who is the Head, or Prince, Ruler and 
stool ; that she alone is Apostolic, as through| @overnor of the Church? We make three 
her a flood of spiritual supremacy, of Apos-|assertions: First, that Christ, during his 
tolic power, had flowed down upon His Holi-| mortal life, was, and is. still, its Primary 
ness Pope Pius VIII. the present Sovereign| Head. Secondly, that Peter, after the As- 
Pontiff of Rome from the Prince of Pastors|cension of Christ, into Heaven, was the Sec- 
and Apostles, to whom our blessed Redeem- | ondary Head ; or, what is the same, was the 
er thus addressed himself—All power is| Vicar of Christ, in. governing the Church. 
given unto me in Heaven and on earth, as the | Thirdly, that the Roman Pontiff, who,,.after 
Father sent me, I send you.” 
' After an invocation to the Catholic Reli-|does govern the Church with equal power. 
gion, the Rev’d Mr. O’Flaherty read the} 2. Accordingly, we assert that the Head — 
Pastoral Letter, which, for itscomprehensive-| of the Church is two-fold: the one Primary, 
ness, lucidness, good sense, patriotism and | which is Christ ; the other Vicarial,’ or Sec- 
piety is worthy of the venerable and learned | ondary, which is Peter, and his Successor, the 
Body from whom it emanated. 
A glow of spiritual delight suffused the/| First, because Christ is not only the Head of 
countenance of the immense congregation at|the Church Militant, but also of the Church 
the conclusion of the Divine Service ; and| Triumphant, (Eph. 1. 22.) The Pope is the 
each individual might well have said, It was|Head of the Church Militant alone. .Sec- 
good for us, O Lord ! to be here. 
The Right Rev'd Dr. Rosati, gave Ben-}because he both visibly and invisibly governs 
ediction at Vespers; and the Rev'd Mr.|the Church; the Pope is the visible Head 


St. Peter’s death, succeeded ‘him, did, and 


Pope; this we explain in a different manner. 


ondly, Christ is the visible and invisible Head, 
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only. ‘These ‘propositions we ‘shall’ now 
briefly prove. 

FIRST CONCLUSION. 
Of Christ, the Primary Head of the Church. 

3. Christ, whilst on earth, was the visible 
and invisible Head of the Church; visible, 
because he governed it in‘a visible manner; in- 
visible, because he governed it in an invisible 
manner. This may be explained from the 
similitude of a natural head; for a natural 
head governs the human body in two ways: 
First, by an internal influx, which consists in 
this,—that the sensitive spirits are conducted 
from the head as from a fountain or princi- 
ple, to the other members ; hence it is, that 
these members preserve life, and exercise 
their functions. Secondly, by an exteraal 
direction, which consists in this—that the 
head directs the other members in external 
actions by the intellect, will, sight, hearing, 
and the other senses. By such consent of 
powers it directs the hands, by the intellect 
and will, to commit nothing unlawful ; by the 
sight, it prevents the feet from falling into a 
pit ; and so of the rest. 

4. Thus Christ, while in this life, in this 
two-fold way, governed his Holy Church. 
First, by an internal influx of the gifts of 
grace, John, 1. 16. And of his fullness we all 
have received, and grace for grace. Eph. 4. 
7. But to every one of us is given grace, ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
Secondly, by an external direction and gov- 
ernment. For as a King governs a State by 
commanding, warning, reproving, punishing, 
and by distribution of office, so Christ in this 
life, in an external and visible manner gov- 
erned his Church, by ordaining Ministers 
and Priests, by ratifying the Evangelical 
Law, by teaching, exhorting and reproving. 
This the Apostle by another similitude ex- 
plains. Eph. 5. 22. where he says: Let 
women be subject to their husbands, as to the 
Lord : ‘for the husband is the head of the wife, 
as Christ is the head of the Church ; so far as 
the external government is concerned. For, 
as the woman in external actions is bound to 
comply with the orders of her husband, who 
is her head, so is the Church bound to com- 
ply with the Law and commands of Christ. 


SECOND CONCLUSION. 


5. Christ, who is now in Heaven, is still, 
and ever must be, the invisible Head of the 
Church, until the consummation of ages ; 
yet he is no longer the visible Head. The 
reason is, because he still governs, and will 
continue to govern the Church, after an in- 
visible manner, that is, by an internal influx 
of the gifts of grace, and direction of the 
Holy Ghost. (Math. 28.20.) Behold, I am 
wilh you all days, even to the consummation of 
the world. However, he does not govern it 


Visibly present, as he was before his Ascen- 
sion. 
Joannem, near the conclusion, says: ‘“ As to 
the presence of Majesty, we always possess 
Christ ; as tothe presence of the flesh, it was 
justly said to the Disciples: ‘you shall not 
have me always.” For the Church possessed 
him for a few days; as to the presence of 
the flesh—now she retains him by faith; 
but with her eyes she sees him not. Hence 
it follows, that, besides Christ, who is now in 
Heaven, there ought to be some other visible 
Head of the Church, which, in the place of 
Christ, should visibly govern it; as in the 
absence of a King, some one is constituted 
in the Kingdom to represent him in the ex- 
ternal government, particularly if the King 
was to be absent for along time. The rea- 
son is obvious from what has been said ; for, 
the government of the Church ought to re- 
main such as it was instituted by Christ. 
But before his Ascension he appointed a visi- 
ble government under a visible Head: there- 
fore it ought to remain such. For, as he, be- 
fore his Ascension, was the visible Head, so 
after his Ascension there ought to be some 
other visible Head in his place, otherwise the 
government of the Church, and consequently 
the Church itself, would have been changed, 
which is a manifest absurdity. 

7. This is confirmed by the analogy which 
exists between the Synagogue andthe Church, 
in this manner: the Mosaic Synagogue was 
the shadow or type of the Church of Christ ; 
but the Synagogue was always governed by 
one visible Head, that is, the High Priest, to 
whom all the others were subject, as appears 
from the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, and 
Deuteronomy: Therefore the Church ought 
now to be governed by one Head. The 
consequence is clear, because it is by far 
more perfect to be governed by one than by 
many, as is evident from the government of 
the Universe. ‘Therefore, if the Synagogue, 
which was less perfect, (as a shadow is in- 
ferior to a body,) was always governed by 
one Head; the Church, for a much stronger 
reason, should be governed by one Head. 

8. You will say, the analogy consists in 
this: that, as the Synagogue had one Head, 
that is, the High Priest, so the Church has 
one Head, to wit: Christ. J answer—dA dou- 
ble analogy must be admitted. ‘The one, with 
respect to the internal influx of grace ; the 
other, as it relates to outward government. 
The first consists in this: thatas Christ, by 
foreseeing his merits, conferred the internal 
grace on the Synagogue, so by his merits al- 
ready exhibited, he bestows to the Church 
a more abundant.grace. The latter censists 
in this: that, as Moses, as Mediator of the 
Old Testament, was the first visible Head of 
the Synagogue, as to its external government, 





after a visible manner, for he is no longer 


Hence St. Augustine, Tract. 50, in é 


ought to be the 





first visible Head of the 
burch, in the external government, Again, 
as the visible government of the Synagogue 
continued after the death of Moses, so should 
the visible government of the Church con- 
tinue after the Ascension of Christ, 

9. From each analogy, we draw the follow- 


‘ing conclusions :—First, the invisible Head 


of the Synagogue and of the Church, as to 
the internal influx of grace, is the same, to 
wit: Christ. Second, the visible Head of the 
Synagogue and of the Church, as to the ex: 
ternal government, is different. For, the 
the visible Head of the Synagogue, from the 
beginning, was Moses, whom a race of Layw- 
ful Priests succeeded. But the visible Head 
of the Church, from the beginning, was 
Christ, whose place Peter and his successors 
afterwards supplied, as we shall immediately 
prove. Third, Moses was the figure of Christ 
as to the external government. For, as Mo- 
ses was the Law-giver, Mediator, and Prince 
in the Old Testament, so was Christ in the 
New. Fourth, the High Priests of the Old 
Testament were types or figures of the Pon- 
tiffs of the New-Testament. For, as they, 
in the external government, presided over 
the whole Jewish people, so do these over 
the whole Christian world. 


Of St. Peter, Vicar of Christ, or of the Su- 
premacy of St. Peter. 


10. It is shewn that, after the Ascension of 
Christ, there should exist a visible Head of 
the Church, to govern it in the place of 
Christ. We maintain that this Head was 
Peter, the Apostle, whom the Holy Fathers 
call the Vicar of Christ, the Prince and Head 
of the Apostles, the Prince and Head of the 
Church, the Pastor of the Flock of the Lord, 
the Pastor of Pastors. And deservedly, in- 
deed, since Christ committed to him the care 
of his Sheep, or of all his Church, when he 
said: “‘ Feed my Sheep.”’ Hence St. Bernard, 
in his Book, de consideratione, to Pope Eu- 
genius, Chap. 8. “ You are the Pastor,” says 
he, ‘‘to whom the Sheep are intrusted. There 
are indeed other Shepherds, but you the more 
eminently, as the name which you have inher 
ited ts different from theirs. They have their 
particular flocks, each his own: to you are 
all intrusied, the one of the one. You are the 
one common Pastor not only of all the Sheep, 
but of all the Pastors. You may ask, how 
can I prove u? From the word of God, 
For to which, I do not say of the Bishops, but 
even of the Apostles, are all the Sheep so abr 
solutely, so positively intrusied? If you love me, 
Peter, feed my Sheep. Which ? Is it this; or 
that People, or State, or Religion, or particy- 
lar Kingdom? My Sheep, says He,? 
tu not evident, that he not merely marked.om 
some but assigned all to him? There is no 





so Christ as Mediator of the New-Testament, 





exception, there is no distinction. We find 
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the same expression in the end of the 46th 
Sermon of St. ‘Ambrose on the repentance 
of St. Peter, and in the 32d Epistle, 4th 
Book, St. Gregory to Mauritius Augustus, and 
others. The same may be proved’ by the 
prerogatives of St. Peter; not because each 
prerogative is in itself sufficient to vindicate 
the Supremacy and Eminence of Peter over 
‘the other Apostles ; but because all of them 
taken together unquestionably prove it. The 
following are the principal :—First, Peter 
was the only Apostle whose name our Blessed 
Saviourchanged. Second, because, whenever 
the names of the Apostles are mentioned in 
the Gospel, that of Peter is always the first. 
Third, because the Scripture speaks ot Peter 
as of a Prince ; and of the other Apostles, as 
of his subjects. Fourth, because, Peter often 
speaks in the name of all the other Apostles, 
as their leader. Fifth, because, amongst 
all the Apostles, to Peter alone was made 
the first revelation of the Divinity of Christ. 
Sixth, because, to Peter alone was promised 
the steadiness of the Faith and of the Epis- 
copal See. Seventh, because, Christ wished 
that the tribute at Capharnaum should be paid 
for Peter alone and himself. Eighth, be. 
cause, after his Ascension, he first appeared 
to Peter alone of all the Disciples. Ninth, 
because, it was to Peter alone that he abso- 
lutely said, Feed my Sheep. Tenth, because, 
Peter, on his own authority, summoned the 
others to elect a new Apostle instead of Ju- 
das the Traitor. Eleventh, because, he first 
published the Gospel to the Jews after he had 
received the Holy Ghost. Twelfth, because, 
he performed the first miracle amongst the 
Jews in confirmation of the Gospel. Thir- 
teenth, because, he was the first of all who 
preached the Gospel to the Gentiles: and be- 
cause, to him alone was shewn the Heavenly 
Vision of the Vocation of the Gentiles. (See 
the discussions concerning these in Book 
2d of the Ecclesiastical Government, chap. 
6.) Fourteenth, Because, he was the first 
who delivered his sentiments at the Council 
in Jerusalem. 

1]. But we must observe, that the first 
eight of these prerogatives preceded the Su- 
premacy of St. Peter, and were, either the 
signs of that future Supremacy, or previous 
qualifications, or promises, to that effect. 
That the ninth, wherein it is said Feed my 
Sheep, was the actual grant of the Suprema- 
cy. That the rest were the effects or exer- 
cises of the Supremacy thus obtained. The 
following is an example: When the King 
‘Wishes to give the chief superintendence of 
his Palace to one of his Courtiers, he ob- 
serves this order: First, he prepares him for 
his duty, and gives certain signs of his in- 





clination towards him, in as much as he is 
more familiar with him than with the others; 
to him alone he communicates: his designs ; 
him alone he appoints for embassies of great 
moment; to him alone he pledges himself; 
to him alone he assigns the first place: after 
this, he really confers on him the Office. 
It is thus that Christ acted. First, he prepared 
.Peter for the Supremacy of the Church, by 
various signs and prerogatives; afterwards 
he confers the Supremacy on him, Feed my 
Sheep Peter having then accepted the of- 
fice, began to discharge its duties; he 
began, I say, to assemble his Disciples for 
the election of a new Apostle ; to promulgate 
the Gospel with solemnity ; and to perform 
the other duties of his station. 
[To BE CONTINUED.] 








CONVERSION OF A GERMAN PRINCE, FROM 
LUTHERANISM TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH. 


Prince Adolphus Frederick, youngest son 


werin, was born and educated a protestant. 
In his earliest youth doubts arose in his 
mind of the truth of his religion, which 
doubts his august parents remarked; to 
strengthen the young prince in his belief, 
they placed him in a Lutheran college at 
Brunswick, and gave him a preceptor, to ac- 
company him to this house, to instruct him 
particularly on this subject. Although in 
this latter particular, he rigorously conform- 
ed to the injunctions he had received, he 
could not obtain the desired result. His pupil 
maintained these doubts, and secretly pro- 
cured catechisms and other catholic books. 
His studies being completed, the prince 
set out on his travel; he arrived at Rome in 
1817, where the cardinals received -him in a 
manner conformably to his high birth. He 
had the honour to be presented to the holy 
father, who received him with paternal boun- 
ty. These proceedings affected the young 
traveller in the most lively manner, but the 
affability of the sovereign pontiff, towards a 
man who was not of the same communion, 
astonished him above every thing else, and 
he was not the only protestant who had ex- 
perienced the same sentiments. God per- 
mitted the young prince, while he remained 
at Rome, to fall seriously ill; this indisposi- 
tion furnished him with fresh matter for as- 
tonishment, at the kindness and solicitude of 
the pope in his regard. His holiness not on- 
ly daily inquired after the health of the in- 
valid, but made him with great delicacy an 
offer of a certainsumof money, Transport- 
ed with admiration, the prince mistrusted on 
this occasion many of the unfortunate preju- 
dices so common among protestants. He even 
examined, though but superficially, the foun- 
dation of the catholic religion. He left 
Rome without being converted, but doubting 
more than ever. On his arrival in Switzer- 
land, the works of the count de Stalberg, 
The History of the Religion of Jesus Christ, 
(Geschichte on the religion of Jesus Christ) 
fell into his hands, and this was the means 
employed by God to call him to his church. 





The prince did not delay to make in Switzer- 





of the grand duke of Mecklenburg Sch- y 


land a public abjuration of his errors, being 
then about thirty years of age. | 

He afterwards wrote to the grand duke his 
father, to inform him of his ‘change of reli- 
gion, and also the motives which had deter- 
mined him to it. He observed, among other 
things, that if his royal highness judged: it 
not in his power to permit his son publicly 
to exercise his religion in his states, he should 
be obliged to pass his life in a foreign land, 
for the truth must influence him above every 
other consideration. 


The grand duke, who it appears ‘bore no 
ill-will to the catholics, was not displeased at 
the determination of his son. One thing 
however disturbed him; this son, who must 
sooner or later be called to the sovereignty 
of this part of Mecklenburg, would exercise, 
in this event, the catholic religion in the midst 
of his family, which, in the ancient ‘state of 
things, was interdicted to the sovereigns of 
the country. In this embarrassment the grand 
duke resolved to consult the diet of Frank- 
fort on the subject, and gave his ministers in- 
structions relative to the matter. The an- 
swer of the diet was this: After maturely ez- 
amining the matter, it is not only permitied toe 
oung duke to embrace the catholic religion, 
which 1s but the exercise of a right which his 
royal highness had neither more nor less than 
all the subjects of the grand duchy; but still 
more, the change of religion could notin the 
least prevent his coming to the sovereignty of 
the country. Inconsequence, the grand duke 
returned a favourable answer to his son, 
which did not fail to bring him into the pres 
ence of his august father. He fixed him- 
self a short time after in the country, at a 
seat occupied by the hereditary prince. How- 
ever, as this was not favourable to catholicity, 
the grand duke invited the prince Adolphus 
to remove to Schwerin, assigning him an an- 
nual pension which rendered him entirely in- 
dependent. 





INCONSISTENCY OF HERESY. 


Mr. Epiror,—There cannot exist a more 
decided demonstration, that the reformed 
Church of England is the product of human 
agents, than the inconsistent foundation, on 
which it is built, and the discordant princi- 
ples by which it is governed. The works of 
the Divinity are simple and uniform: they 
are not weakened or annihilated by the fee- 
ble exertion of human agency, but like the 
cause of their existence are steady and un- 
changeable. Centuries of devastation and 
revolution may roll by, but the works of God 
stand unmoved, amidst the wreck of ages, 
and bid defiance to the wasting influence of 
time. 


Quod non imber edax, non Aquilo impotens 
. Possit diruere, aut innumerabilis 
Annorum series, et fuga temporum. 


In the works of Providence there exists no 
discordancy of principles, which _ militate 
against each other, or tend to each other’s 
destruction. A general subordination of ac- 
tion is discernible, and each part tends to 
the support of the whole-—Such is not the 
character of the Established Church of the 
British Empire. This divine establishment 
has not yet existed four hundred years; and 
whatever might have been its primeval vig 
our, its energy is now at least nearly exhaust- 
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ed. Very few of his Majesty’s most dutiful 
subjects frequent the Established worship: 
Methodism in a thousand varying forms has 
won their admiration. Many of the estab- 
lished ministers live in profound inactivity, 
or in a busy neglect of their professional 
charge: many are the avowed disciples of 
Socinus, or in the secret of their hearts, are 
Pyrrhonists or Deists. Not one symptom of 
life remains in the stiffening carcase, but 
an occasional impulse, which its prelates 
sometimes feel to gratify the shades of their 
ancestors, by traducing and vilifying the pro- 
fessors of the Romish creed. Like the old 
Roman empire, the British Church rose from 
good fortune and a vigorous policy to a state 
of eminence and celebrity, but like the Ro- 
man empire it hastens to dissolution, because 
it contains the latent seeds of mortality, 
which the hand of Providence has scattered 
in the constitution of every human establish- 
ment.—The experience of ages convinces us, 
that no empire on earth can be unchangeable. 
Since then an integral feature in the British 
Church is its total dependance on the British 
Monarchy, it must essentially be subject to 
revolution and change. 

The very foundation on which the Church 
is built is the private interpretation of the in- 
spired writings. Upon a foundation like this 
might be erected a hundred different systems 
of belief absolutely subversive of each other. 
Upon this principle have been raised the gi- 
gantic fabric of Methodism, the less conspic- 
uous fabrics of Quakerism, and Independ- 
entism, and Southcottianism, and other sys- 
tems of faith, with names still more barba- 
rous andmore modern. The bible is the on- 
ly rule of faith. Hence arose that benevo- 
lent spirit which prompted so many respect- 
able men to herd together and call them- 
selves Bible Societies. They wish to spread 
the rule of faith to the farthest extremity of 
the habitable globe. Their charitable intent 
however has been totally baffled. It has 
made no proselytes to the British creed, 
The Russian schismatic who reads the Bible, 
only feels a stronger attachment to the estab- 
lished creed of the Russian empire, because 
his judgment has been taught to flow in the 
same channel as that of the Greek priest, 
from whose lips he has heard the word of 
God expounded. The French Calvinist, 
when he peruses the Bible, only feels more 
relish for the tenets of his sects than he did 
before, because his parochial minister has 
frequently told him, that the articles of the 
Calvinistic creed are clearly scriptural. The 
British Methodist feels a stronger aversion 
than usual to the Established creed, because 
it checks the workings of the spirit, which 
breathes where it wills, to certain determined 
forms. On account of this failure in attain- 
ing its object, many members have relinquish- 
ed their fundamental principle. 'They have 
wished the 39 articles to be coupled with 
the scripture and distributed.—They should 
have recollected, that the scripture alone is 
the rule of faith. 


Liberty of conscience is the glory of eve- 
ry Protestant, and yet the treatment which 
Catholics receive from their Protestant neigh- 
bours, demonstrates that no other govern- 
ment is more intolerant than our own.—The 
ministers of this tolerant establishment are 
forced to subscribe to the 39 articles: though 








naries of the church, that ‘no one was 
ever fool sn to believe them all.” Dr. 
Paley says of them, ‘‘they conta many hun- 
dred controverted propositions, and it is im- 
possible that they should be all believed on 
account of the incurable diversity of opin- 
ion on all subjects short of demonstration.” 
In the year 1772, a petition was presented to 
Parliament, signed by a great number of cler- 
gymen, praying for a relief from the sub- 
scription of these articles. ‘Though the gross- 
est faults, which Pontifical tyranny could 
ever commit, was to exact from the Catholic 
priesthood a subscription to those tenets which 
have universally been believed, the petition 
was indignantly rejected, and the petitioners 
were told, that if they did not consent to 
believe what the British Parliament had defin- 
ed to be of faith; they might resign their bene- 
fices and quit the sanctuary. One of the 
blackest accusatious which was ever brought 
aguinst Popery, is the old canon, which for- 
bids priests to enjoy the blessings of a help- 
mate, like unto themselves. Some years ago, 
the members of one of the universities pe- 
titioned for emancipation from an old law, 
which obliged them to observe celibacy as 
long as they held their posts. The venera- 
ble represensatives of the empire indignantly 
rejected their humble prayer; they are still 
condemned to languish in the university 
without the enjoyment of a partner to re- 
lieve the tediousness of a scholastic life, and 
to lament with Eloisa. 


Relentless walls, whose darksome round contains 
Repentant sighs and voluntary pains ; 

All is not heaven, whilst earthly love has part, 
Yet rebel nature holds out half my heart. 


A religion, which is so evidently inconsis- 
tent, and whose principles are so discordant, 
can never be the production of the labours 
and sufferings of the Messias, but must owe 
its existence to the temporary policy of an 
agitated nation, which only then abandoned 
the faith of Rome, when untamed lust im- 
pelled our last King Henry to throw off eve- 
ry restraint to his unsubdued passions:— Or- 
thodox Journal. 


DREADFUL EFFECT OF 
REFORMA TION—MORALITY. 


The following statement Should be read with 
attention, by those prejudiced individuals, 
unfortunately too numervus, who seek to 
excite private and public dissension, by the 
perversion of Christian truths, and by their 
lying Tracts, and Misstonary Imposture to 
make the Word of God subsidiary to the 
gratification of the most diabolical passions. 
In the year 1815, in the Parish of Aghadown, 
County of Cork, Ireland, a bigoted fanatic, 
a Protestant, shet his Son for no other crime 
than his intending to marry a Catholic! Per- 
ceiving that the Son was not dead, the mur- 
derous and unnatural monster completed the 
deed with the But-end of the musket, by bat- 
tering in the skull of his unfortunate child. 
The offender, on being arrested, gloried in 
having rescued his ‘‘ beloved child from the con- 
tagion of Catholicity.”—Our Blessed Saviour, 
in speaking of “ False Teachers,” and fore- 
seeing the monstrous effects of “the Doc- 
trine of Men,” had, long ago, remarked, 





it be accurately observed by one of the lumi- 


POETRY. 


It is good for us to be here : If thou wilt, tt 
us make here three tabernacles one for thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias—Matt. xvii, 4 


O yes : it is good to be here : 
if thou wilt, let us build—but for whom 2? 

Nor Elias nor Moses appe:r, 
But the shadows of eve, that encompass with gloom 
The abode of the dead, and the place of the tomb. * 


Shall we build to ambition ? oh, no ! 
Affrighted he shrinketh away ; 

For see! they would pin him below, 
In a small narrow eave, and begirt with cold clay; 
To thethe meanest of reptiles a peer and a prey! 


To Beauty ? ah, no! she forgets 
The charms which she boasted before :— 

Nor knows the foul worm, that he frets 
The skin, which but yesterday fools could adore, 
For the smoothness it held and the tint which it wore, 


Shall we build to the purple of Pride— 
The trappings which dizen the proud 2 

Alas ! they are all laid aside— 
And here’s neither dress nor adornment allow’d, 
But the long winding sheet, and the fringe of the 

shroud. 

To Riches t—alas ! ’tis in vain— 
Who hid them, in turn have been hid— 

The treasures are squander’d again— 
And here in the grave are all metals forbid, 
But the tinsel that shines on the dark coffin-lid. 


To the Pleasures which mirth can afford— 
The revel, the laugh, and the jeer ? 

Ah, here is a plentiful board ! 
But the guests are all mute as their pitiful cheer, 
And none but the wormisa reveller here! 


Shall we build to Affection and Love? 
Ah, no! they have wither’d and died, 

Or fled with the spirit above: 
Friends, brothers, and sisters, are laid side by side, 
Yet none have saluted, and none have replied ! 


Unto Sorrow? the dead cannot grieve: 
Not a sob, not a sigh meets mine ear, 

Which compassion itself could relieve ! 
Ah ? sweetly pe slumber, nor hope, love or fear: 
Peace, Peace, is the watch-word, the only one here! 


Unto Death, to whom monarchs must bow ? 
Ah, no! for his empire is known, 

And here there are trophies enow ! 
Beneath, the cold dead ! and around the darkstone ! 
These are signs of a sceptre that none may disown! 


Then the first tabernacle to Hope we will build, 
And look for the sleepers around us to rise : 
The second to Faith, which ensures it fulfil’d: 
And the third to the Lamb of the great sacrifice, 
Who bequeath’d us them both when he rose to the 
skies. 





THE METROPOLITAN ; 

Or, CATHOLIC MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 

A Monthly Magazine, dedicated to Religion and 
Literature, is about to be issued from this Metropolis. 
The circumstances under which it takes its origin, are 
of a nature, at once, to promise it success, and secure 
iis continuance. Approved by the Most Reverend 
Archbishop—depending on the exertions,’ science and 
talents of the Clergy of Maryland, and of the Union, 
it cannot fail to be conducted in an able and interesting 
manner. Differing in its character from those religious 
papers which have already been established, it will 
neither interfere with their design, nor tend, in any 
way, to impede their circulation, Its object is, indeed, 
the same : the diffusion of truth ; the dissemination of 
knowledge ; and the vindication of those doctrines and 
usages of the Church, which have been, and are still, 
not unfrequently, misrepresented. In pursuing this 
object, it will be necessary to have recourse to argu- 
ments and facts: which, while they strengthen the te- 
nets of the Catholic Church, must tend to the refutation 
of those of all others. But while these arguments.and 
facts are appealed to, it shall be done with mildness 
forbearance, conformably to the spirit of trae Charity 
on which Religion is essentially founded. The Metro- 
politan will be divided into four heads, viz: Religious, 
Lierary, Miscellaneous, and Poetical. It will be pub- 
lished mont’ily in Baltimore by P. Blenkinsop , the 
first. number will appear in Janyary 1830, ;It. will be 


scribers through the Post Office. Terms $4 per annum, 





“by their works you will know them.” 


. 


payable half yearly in advance.— Balt. Gazette. 
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